Letter to the Editor
National research for health system mapping in 5 countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and perspectives on strengthening the systems Sir, Background The importance given to developing national systems for research for health is increasing rapidly around the world, especially following the Global Ministerial Meeting on Research for Health, held in Bamako, Mali, in 2008. In 2004 The way forward Almost all countries in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (19/22) now have at least a baseline assessment that can be and has already been used by national decision-makers to strengthen their health research management and governance system. In fact, all low- and middle-income countries will benefit from more efficient management of NHRS and the adoption of effective national health research policies [3] . Providing evidence to and engaging policy-makers and other stakeholders in research priority-setting increases the likelihood of the utilization of research evidence by policy-makers. This has been shown in Tunisia, which undertook a comprehensive national health research priority-setting effort in 2008, the results of which are currently used by the Ministry of Health [4] . Except for a few initiatives [5] , no other previous efforts have been undertaken to set priorities for health policy and systems research in countries of the Middle East.
It is clear that collaboration is key to facilitate national improvements and regional collaboration and to increase available funding for health research. COHRED and NEPAD will encourage countries, organizations and decision-makers to develop benchmarks of high performing NHRS that can meaningfully improve the health status of the population and reduce inequities.
There is both an opportunity and an urgent need to support further development of NHRS in countries of the WHO's Eastern Mediterranean Region. Follow-up action between countries, WHO/EMRO, COHRED and NEPAD is envisaged for 2011 - the assessments having been completed, the time for action has arrived.
